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GRANARD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in Granard Library 
on Tuesday, 27 February 2024 at 3pm



CATHAOIRLEACH:		Councillor Turlough McGovern

MEMBERS PRESENT:		Councillors – Paraic Brady, Garry Murtagh, P.J. Reilly and 
Colin Dalton	
	
IN ATTENDANCE: 		Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services
				Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer	
				Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer


APOLOGIES	 		None

MEETINGS 
ADMINISTRATOR:		Ms. Claire McNabola


1. ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.

(i) [bookmark: _Hlk87001719]On the proposal of Councillor PJ Reilly seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Minutes of Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 28 November 2023, as circulated.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
David Coppinger advised Members of an error in the response given to a Notice of Motion at the previous meeting.

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS
None.


4. MANAGEMENT REPORT INCORPORATING AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT – circulated.

Barbara Heslin highlighted the following from the Management Report and responded to queries raised by the Elected Members:
· 9 CLÁR 2023 Projects approved in the Granard Area 
· Pathways to Funding Information Session in Granard Library on 25th January 
· Update on Regeneration Projects
· Housing Capital update, vacant properties, vacant properties refurbishment grant applications/approvals etc

David Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report and responded to queries raised by the Elected Members –
· General Roadworks & 2024 Roads Budget
· Low Cost Safety Scheme (LCSS)
· Community Involvement Schemes (CIS)
· Drainage 
· Local Improvement Schemes (LIS)
· Clean up afterward recent storms including the removal of unsafe trees
· Ash Dieback 
· Cairn Hill Pathway 
· Graveyards
· Erecting of Poles close to Roadside

The members collectively welcomed the 9 Successful CLÁR Projects, and thanked and paid tribute to the staff of Longford County Council for all their work in recent times for the delivery of community projects, regeneration projects, roads programme and the clean-up following the recent storms.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk141262438]COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk160015005]Barbara Heslin briefed the members on the 2024 Community Grant Support Scheme and the number and value of applications received.

The members did not indicate any conflict of interest in the applications.

The members referred the Granard Booktown festival request for funding to the Corporate Policy Group meeting in March for consideration under the County Wide Members Fund. 

The members unanimously agreed and approved the Community Grants support scheme for the amount of €69,275 as per attachment, and subject to any special conditions discussed previously.  €200 remains unallocated for 2024.

Following today’s grant awards, the Members were advised there is an overspend of €1,000 on the sub-service for Christmas Lights and an overspend of €3,985 on the sub-service for Tidy Towns/ Development Associations.  As proposed by Cllr. P. J. Reilly and seconded by Cllr. Paraic Brady, it was agreed to transfer some of the underspend on the sub-service for Voluntary Bodies to meet these.

It was noted that the closing date for draw down of grants is 28 November 2024 at 4pm.

The Councillors thanked the Community team for all their work in managing the scheme and bringing the recommendations to the meeting.

6. GRANARD MD SPECIAL PROJECTS/DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 2024
Barbara Heslin advised that €5k was allocated to each member of Granard MD at the GMA
Councillor Paraic Brady 
On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Colin Dalton, it was unanimously agreed that: 
· €3500 be allocated to Drumlish Ballinamuck / Drumlish Area Development 
· €500 be allocated to Granard Booktown Festival 
Councillor Turlough McGovern
[bookmark: _Hlk160189287]On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern seconded by Councillor PJ Reilly, it was unanimously agreed that: 
· € 1000 be allocated to Granard Booktown Festival 
Councillor Garry Murtagh
On the proposal of Councillor Garry Murtagh seconded by Councillor Paraic, it was unanimously agreed that: 
· €2000 be allocated to Colmcille Area Development Group
· €1000 be allocated to Dromard Rural Development Group 
· €1000 be allocated to Dromard Tidy Towns
· €250 be allocated to Dring Carpark Association
· €250 be allocated to Purth Development 
· €250 be allocated to Colmcille Gun Club 
· [bookmark: _Hlk160462988]€250 be allocated to Colmcille Ploughing 
Councillor PJ Reilly 
On the proposal of Councillor PJ Reilly seconded by Councillor Turlough McGovern, it was unanimously agreed that:
· €500 be allocated to Granard Booktown Festival 
· €1000 be allocated to Granard Agricultural Show Society
· €1000 be allocated to Abbeylara Tidy Towns 
· €500 be allocated to Abbeylara Community Centre 
· €500 be allocated to Abbeylara / Carra Senior Citizens Group 
· €500 be allocated to Lisryan Tidy Town
· €500 be allocated to Granard Christmas Lights
· €500 be allocated to Granard Tidy Towns 

It was agreed that final proposals for consideration at the March meeting be submitted before 5pm on 14 March 2024.

7. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT MUNICIPAL DISTRICT REPORT FOR INCLUSION IN LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 2023 ANNUAL REPORT
On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern, seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady the members unanimously agreed to adopt the Municipal District Report for inclusion in the Longford County Council 2023 Annual Report.

8. TOWN TWINNING REPORTS
The reports from Granard and Ballinamuck twinning committees were noted at the meeting.  These will be made available on the Council’s website and referred to in the Council’s Annual Report.

9. CONSIDERATION OF PART VII NO. 116 – GRANARD SHARED FOOTPATH AND CYCLEWAY
On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern, seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady the proposed Part VIII No.116 was approved. 

10. NOTICE OF MOTIONS, SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLORS:

[bookmark: _Hlk141263015][bookmark: _Hlk73007675]The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Paraic Brady and seconded by Councillor Colin Dalton 
(i) I call on Longford County Council to review the speed limit in Ennybegs, to move the 50kmph back towards the School from Hagan’s Lane.
Response
It is expected that the next Speed Limit review will commence later this year once the Department conclude the current Legislative process regarding speed limits and issue the appropriate Review guidance. This Notice of Motion will be forwarded to Road Design section for consideration during that review.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Colin Dalton and seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady 
(ii) I call at Longford County Council to include the Clonbroney, Edgeworthtown Road on the winter Gritting programme 2024.
Response
Longford County Council does not currently have sufficient resources to add this route for the remainder of the 2023to 2024 Winter Maintenance programme. The Council is already operating in excess of capacity with three routes requiring reloaded each callout. 
This request can be considered at next Winter Maintenance review later this year, for possible inclusion in 2024 -2025 programme however additional resources and budgets will be required should it be included.

The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Colin Dalton and seconded by Councillor PJ Reilly 
(i) I call on Longford County Council to review the traffic calming Measures in Ballinalee village at St. John’s Estate, and also to review traffic calming Measures at Ballinalee National School.
Response
Road Design Section will examine St John Estate approach and see what measures, if any, might be needed. Any proposals will be subject to planning approval and budget being available. 
As regards the National School end of the village, over the last 5 years or so various measures have been introduced on this section of road such as extending and widening Footpaths, extending the speed limits, and installing additional signage including Driver Feedback signs. This has helped to some extent. 
Additional and separately we are aware that the Gardai are looking at this stretch of road from the school to the village as a possible location for the Go Safe Speed Van.  A recommendation regarding this has already been forwarded by the local Gardai to the relevant national group.
[bookmark: _Hlk69241060]
Votes of Sympathy 
The members extended their sympathy to Chief Executive Paddy Mahon and his family on the sad passing of his father Brian Mahon 

The Members also wish Harry Rodgers the very best of luck in his recent retirement and thanked him for all his hard work and dedicated to the Granard Area over the years.  The Members also wished Sean Savage the best of luck in his new role.  


This concluded the business of the meeting.
                    
Signed: ____________________
               Claire McNabola 
               Meetings Administrator.


Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 26 March 2024.

                     
Signed: _______________
              Cathaoirleach.
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